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Program 


Christos Hatzis 

In the Fire of Conflict (2008) 

(marimba and audio playback) 

Christos Hatzis 

Arctic Dreams (2002) 

(flute, vibraphone and audio playback) 

Dean Burry 

Tempest in a Teacup (2014) 

(flute and teacups) 

Dinuk Wijaratne 

Two Miniatures for Marimba (2015, world premiere) 
(marimba) 

The spirit & the dust 

Pain’s mill-wheel rotates 

Julie Spencer 

Everybody Talk About Freedom (2011) 

(marimba and voice) 

Intermission 

Christos Hatzis 

Phosphorus (2015, Canadian Premiere) 

(marimba and audio playback) 

Christos Hatzis 

Atonement (2012) 

(cello and piano) 

Christos Hatzis 

Parlor Music (2004) 

(cello, piano, clarinet and vibraphone) 


Biographies 



Beverley Johnston 

Canadian percussionist Beverley Johnston 
is internationally recognized for her 
unique performances on a wide range of 
percussion instruments. Her performances 
have been distinguished as unconventional, 
effectively combining classical 
transcriptions, contemporary music and 
a touch of theatre; she is also a leader in 
commissioning and premiering new works 
for percussion. Her performances and 
recordings have been broadcast on radio 
networks all over the world; her six solo 
CDs are Woman Runs with Wolves (2013, 
Centrediscs), Ming (2009, Centrediscs), 
Garden of Delights (2004, independent 
release), Alternate Currents (1992, 
Centrediscs), Marimbach (1989, CBC 
Records Musica Viva) and Impact (1986, 
Centrediscs, JUNO nominee). She can also 
be heard as a soloist or chamber musician 
on numerous other recordings. 

In the 2013-14 season, Johnston was 
invited to perform at marimba festivals in 
Luxembourg and California, toured with 
the Joint Venture Percussion Duo in China 
(2014) and was a guest soloist at the 
2014 Percussive Arts Society International 
Convention in Indianapolis in November. 

Johnston has been a guest performer 
at several marimba/percussion festivals 


recently including the International 
Katarzyna Mycka Marimba Academy 
(2013, 2015), the Shenyang International 
Percussion Festival (2010) in China, 

The International Marimba Festival and 
Conference in Minneapolis, USA (2010), 

The Zeltsman Marimba Festival (2005, 

2009, 2013) and Nebojsa Zivkovic’s 
International Marimba Academy in Germany 
(2008). She has been an inspiration to 
many percussion students all over the world 
because of her unique expression as a 
percussionist. 

Among Johnston’s other performing 
interests, she has been keen in developing 
her passion for performance collaborations, 
which have included the combination of 
voice, movement, art and theatre. 

In 2009 she was given the distinction of 
becoming an ambassador of the Canadian 
Music Centre in honour of her exemplary 
commitment to the performance of the 
music of Canadian composers. 

Johnston currently teaches at the University 
of Toronto and lives in rural Ontario with her 
husband, composer Christos Hatzis. She is 
a Marimba One and Paiste Artist. 

For more information, please visit 
beverleyjohnston.com. 






Christos Hatzis 


Born in Greece, educated in the United 
States and a Canadian citizen since 1985, 
Christos Hatzis is one of Canada’s most 
important composers. His eclectic and 
powerful music is captivating audiences 
internationally and has been awarded 
several coveted Canadian and international 
awards like the Jean A. Chalmers National 
Music Award, the Jules Leger Prize, the Prix 
Italia and the Prix Bohemia, in addition to 
two Juno Awards and the 2014 HHF Life 
Achievement Award. 

Recently he has been receiving 
commissions from some of Canada’s 
and the world’s best-known soloists and 
ensembles, such as violinist Hilary Hahn, 
percussionist Evelyn Glennie, the Afiara 
Quartet, the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, 
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and 
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. Recent record 
releases include Going Home Star: Truth 
and Reconciliation (a double Centrediscs 
CD of the RWB ballet on the theme of 
the Indian Residential Schools featuring 
throat singer Tanya Tagaq, The Northern 
Cree Singers and the Winnipeg Symphony 
Orchestra), a Deutsche Grammophon 
recording by violinist Hilary Hahn (winner of 
a 2015 Grammy Award) and an all-Hatzis 
Naxos CD of his two flute concerti with 
flutist Patrick Gallois and the Thessaloniki 
State Symphony Orchestra. 

A professor at the Faculty of Music, 


University of Toronto, Hatzis writes 
frequently about contemporary music and 
its relationship to today’s and tomorrow’s 
societies. His writings and other info are 
available on the Internet at hatzis.com. 



Susan Hoeppner 

Appreciated for being a “born soloist” 

(The Globe and Mail), where “one can 
almost hear the words in her flute song” 
(Washington Post), Canadian flutist Susan 
Hoeppner is regarded for her deeply lyrical, 
colourful phrasing, dazzling virtuosity and a 
“no holds barred” approach in performance. 
She is an established international 
soloist and chamber musician, and her 
appearances include prestigious venues 
spanning the continents of North America, 
South America, Europe and Asia. 

Hoeppner has performed as a guest 
soloist with many orchestras, starting her 
professional career in Buenos Aires at the 
famed Teatro Colon. Over the years, she 
has been invited to perform at numerous 
Canadian Embassies throughout the world 
and has inspired renowned Canadian 
composers Christos Hatzis to write a 
Flute Concerto called “Departures” which 
she premiered in Japan with the Kyoto 
Symphony (2011) and Gary Kulesha to 
write a Flute Sonata and premiered with the 
composer in Toronto (2014). 

She was nominated for a JUNO Award 
in 2012 for “Best Classical Album of the 



Year: Solo or Chamber” for American Flute 
Masterpieces with pianist Lydia Wong on 
the Marquis Classics label, on which her 
many recordings are available. Hoeppner 
graduated from The Juilliard School where 
she studied with Julius Baker. An esteemed 
mentor herself, Hoeppner is a member of 
faculty at the Royal Conservatory’s Glenn 
Gould School and the University of Toronto. 

Having recently returned from tours to 
China and Europe, Hoeppner’s upcoming 
2015 performances include recital and 
concerto appearances in Austria, Italy, 
Toronto, Mexico, Salt Lake City, Boston, 
New York, Belgrade and Montenegro. 

Hoeppner has recently been appointed 
a Wm.S.Haynes Artist by the renowned 
Boston-based flute company. As their 
Canadian Artist, she represents them 
throughout the world in performances 
and master classes year-round. Hoeppner 
resides in Toronto. 



Rachel Mercer 

Described as a “pure chamber musician” 
(The Globe and Mail) creating “moments 
of pure magic” (Toronto Star), Canadian 
cellist Rachel Mercer has appeared as 
a soloist and chamber musician across 
five continents. Grand prize winner of 
the 2001 Vriendenkrans Competition in 
Amsterdam, Mercer is cellist of Ensemble 
Made In Canada, the Mercer-Park Duo, 
and is Artistic Director of the “5 at the First” 


Chamber Music Series in Hamilton. 

She will join the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra as associate principal cello in 
January 2016, playing as guest acting 
principal. Mercer gives regular master 
classes and is currently Artist-in-Residence 
at Western University in London, Ontario. 
An advocate for new Canadian music, 
Mercer has commissioned works by Kevin 
Lau, Andrew Downing, Abigail Richardson- 
Schulte, William Rowson, John Burge and 
Omar Daniel. 

She released a critically acclaimed album 
of the Bach Suites on Pipistrelle in March 
2014, recorded on the 1696 Bonjour 
Stradivarius cello from the Canada Council 
for the Arts Musical Instrument Bank. 
Winner in the 2015 Canada Council 
Instrument Bank competition, Mercer is 
grateful to have been awarded the 1730 
Newland Joannes Franciscus Celoniatus 
cello for a three-year loan. 



Angela Park 

Pianist Angela Park has won numerous 
awards and prizes from major competitions 
both at home and abroad, including the 
International Grace Welsh Prize for Piano 
(Chicago), World Piano Competition 
(Cincinnati), Canadian National Music 
Festival, Honens International Piano 
Competition (Calgary) and the Maria Canals 
International Piano Competition (Barcelona). 


As soloist and chamber musician, Park 
regularly performs for notable series across 
Canada, the United States and Mexico. 

She is a founding member of Ensemble 
Made In Canada, the Mercer-Park Duo, 
and the Seiler Piano Trio. Recent and 
future seasons include a world premiere of 
John Burge’s Second Piano Concerto with 
Sinfonia Toronto, concerto performances 
at the George Weston Recital Hall in May 
2016, and collaborative recitals with such 
artists as clarinetist James Campbell, flutists 
Jean Ferrandis and Susan Hoeppner, oboist 
Linda Strommen, and bassoonists Kathleen 
McLean and Bram van Sambeek. 


across Europe and to Russia. 

Recent seasons’ solo and chamber 
highlights have included the Toronto 
premiere of a new work by Alexina Louie 
with the Gryphon Trio and performances 
for visits by world-renowned composers 
Kryzstof Penderecki, Chen Yi and Anders 
Hillborg. Peter was flown to Tokyo, Japan to 
take part in the international Yamaha Junior 
Original Concert at Bunkamura Hall, and 
the following year saw a three-city tour of 
mainland China and Hong Kong as part of 
an exchange of composers and performers 
organized by the University of Toronto. 


Angela earned her MMus from the 
University of Toronto, studying with William 
Aide, and in 2010 received her DMA 
in performance from the Universite de 
Montreal. From 2011-2014, she was visiting 
assistant professor of collaborative piano- 
woodwinds at Indiana University’s Jacobs 
School of Music. Angela currently resides in 
Toronto, and has been teaching with EMIC 
at Western University as Ensemble-in- 
Residence since 2014. 


Peter teaches clarinet, chamber music, 
performance studies and The Business of 
Music at the Faculty of Music, University 
of Toronto. He is also the winds discipline 
specialist for the Royal Conservatory of 
Music’s National College of Examiners, and 
was the chief compiler of the 2014 Clarinet 
Syllabus. Stoll is much sought after as an 
adjudicator at music festivals across the 
country, and his website is peterstoll.ca. 



Peter Stoll 

Known for his virtuoso energy on stage, 
creative musical arrangements and an 
entertaining way of speaking with the 
audience, clarinetist Peter Stoll performs 
regularly in Toronto with many orchestral 
and chamber groups, and has toured as 
soloist and with ensembles to the USA, 



Upcoming at U of T Music 


Guitar Orchestra 

Tuesday, December 8 
7:30 pm 
Walter Hall 
Free 

In collaboration with the Brantford Guitar Society and SaubleGuitarFest 
Outreach, Guitar Performance majors perform with visiting local high 
school students. 

gamUT Contemporary Music Ensemble with Philippe Leroux 

Tuesday, December 8 
8 pm 

The Music Gallery 

$20, $15 members and seniors, $10 students 

buy tickets at musicgallery.org or 416-204-1080 
gamUT and DMA students perform works by Michael and Sonja Koerner 
Distinguished Visitor in Composition, Philippe Leroux. Co-presented by 
Toronto New Music Projects and The Music Gallery. 


PianoFest 

Wednesday, December 9 
7:30 pm 
Walter Hall 
Free 

Piano Performance majors perform works by Bach, Brahms, 
Beethoven, Berg, Rachmaninoff, Kelly-Marie Murphy, Liszt and 
Gubaidulina. 


For tickets, visit 
music.utoronto.ca 
or call 416-408-0208 


@UofTMusic 


The Faculty of Music is a member of Bloor St. Culture Corridor 


bloorstculturecorridor.com 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 





